
Kenneth E. Hartman

Mother California
Life in a Maximum-Security Prison

In 1980, Kenneth E. Hartman was sentenced to a life term in 
prison for a murder he committed as a violent, drug-addicted 

nineteen-year-old. Over twenty-eight years, he transformed 
from a brutal inmate to a student of philosophy, a reader of 
books, a Buddhist, and a prison activist. Perhaps the greatest 
transformation of all for him was becoming a father. 

While in prison, Hartman married, and he and his wife con-
ceived a child who has become the emotional center of Hart-
man’s life. He has also been involved in a two-decade effort to 
reform the California State Correctional System from within. 
The author is the founder of a program called “The Honor 
Yard,” which has made it possible for motivated prisoners to 
live in a compound segregated from the general prison popu-
lation and to enlist in rehabilitation programs. 

Innately talented as a writer, Hartman is a remarkable 
autodidact, and his book is unique in the annals of prison 
literature.

Kenneth E. Hartman is a writer and prison reform 
advocate. He won the 2004 Power of Purpose Awards and 
a 2005 Maggie Award. Hartman is serving a life sentence at 
California State Prison, Los Angeles County. 

•	 Author Web site: www.kennethehartman.com
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A fierce but affecting memoir of a convicted murderer, whose growing  
self-awareness enables him to understand his crime and achieve redemption.
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Francine du Plessix Gray

Madame De Stäel
The First Modern Woman

“I loved this book!”—Carolyn See, Washington Post

Of political and intellectual prominence, the daughter of Jacques Necker 
and the wife of Sweden’s ambassador to the French court, Madame de 

Staël held the limelight as a philosopher, political figure, and prolific writer. 
She was demonized by Napoleon for her forthrightness, her intellect, and her 
progressive salon. Force of nature and ultimate enthusiast, Madame de Staël 
struggled against all that was tyrannical or passionless in her time, leaving 
Europe a legacy of enlightened liberalism.

Francine du Plessix Gray’s At Home with the Marquis de Sade was 
nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. She lives in Connecticut.
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Edmund White

Rimbaud
The Double Life of a Rebel

“White’s abiding kinship with Rimbaud gives this restless 
soul’s well-traveled tale new fire.”—Vanity Fair

Poet and prodigy Arthur Rimbaud’s brief life was eventful and accomplished, 
and his daring and visionary poetry continues to shock and captivate mod-

ern readers. Edmund White writes with a historian’s eye for detail but also with 
a genuine personal investment, bringing us closer to the mercurial poet.

Edmund White is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
He lives in New York City. 
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James Atlas, editor

How They See Us
Meditations on America

A superpower without parallel since the British Empire, the 
United States is a source of incessant fascination to the 

rest of the world. Absurdly rich, alarmingly volatile, we inspire 
both fear and envy. Just as our aggressive foreign policy has 
turned our allies against us, the rise of Barack Obama is now 
seen as our salvation. 9/11, the world historical event that 
“changed everything,” has been superseded by 11/4, the 
date of his election to the presidency of the United States. 
Through it all, “America” remains a phenomenon, a myth, 
the wonder of the world.

“Know thyself” is a difficult injunction to follow and often 
requires the insights of others. To gain some perspective, 
How They See Us features writers and intellectuals from 
around the globe. These trenchant essays constitute a primer 
of international literature, an aid to self-criticism, and an invi-
tation to celebrate our national virtues.

James Atlas is the president of Atlas & Co. and founder 
of the Penguin Lives series. His numerous books include Bel-
low: A Biography and the memoir My Life in the Middle Ages. 
He lives in New York City. 
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Americans live in a pre-Copernican universe: we think the world revolves around us.  
Seventeen writers from abroad offer a fresh perspective.
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Louis Begley

Franz Kafka
The Tremendous World I Have Inside My Head

“Refreshingly factual. . . . Here prophet Kafka and  
quotidian Kafka are not in conflict.” —Zadie Smith,  
New York Review of Books

Franz Kafka is the voice of the outsider at once defined by its affiliations and 
completely, utterly alone. He was a Jew among Christians, a nonobservant 

Jew among believers. Louis Begley, himself a multilingual exile and, like Kafka, 
a lawyer and writer, renders Kafka’s life with sensitivity and insight. 

Louis Begley’s most recent publication is Matters of Honor. He lives in 
New York City.
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Eric Etheridge

Breach of Peace
Portraits of the 1961 Mississippi Freedom Riders
preface by roger wilkins, foreword by diane mcwhorter

A moving tribute to the Mississippi Freedom Riders.

In 1961, hundreds of Americans challenged state segregation laws. More 
than three hundred Freedom Riders were arrested and convicted of the 

charge “breach of the peace.”

Including the names, mug shots, and contemporary photographs of the Free-
dom Riders, this is a moving archive of a chapter in U.S. history that hasn’t yet 
been closed.

Eric Etheridge grew up in Carthage, Mississippi. He lives in New York City.
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